The Giddings News
April 24, 1942

- OF BLACK-OUTS

Camp Bowie, Texas
April 18, 1942
Mr. C. M. Bishop
The Giddings News
Giddings, Texas.

Dear Sir:
| As long as your article “A
Basket of Chips" has appeared
Jdn the Glddings News, 1, and
alsp several of my friends who
share the paper with me each
week, have made it a point to
read that article first. The one
of April 17, 1942 interested me
mosi. The Giddinzs Black-Out Giddings can become a very
Situation and Poor Cooperation ' important target for the enemy
, of the People. Perhaps most of for one reiason alone. Roads
them do not realize how im- (and Rallroadsc There are

portant a black-out is even to a
! small town ae Giddings,

A totul black-out s a very
important part of modern War-
fare. It Isn’t just a mere prac-
tice of extingzuishing lights and
zettinz  yourself to a- bomb
shelter or similar safe place.
The primary object of a black-
wut is  to confuse the enemy,
and to decelve the human eye,
Also to confuse the bombardiers |
amd observers on a bomber stu-
Iving an alr-photo map, (if they
have one) of the town or city
which is their tarzet. A modern
[ bomber crew must be able to
i s'ght and recognize their target

ircem three to fiae hiles away
(depending on the speed of the
plane) before they can adjust
sights and drop the bombs with
pany accuracy. If the target can
| not be seen from a distance the
Cbombs must be dropped by
zuess work, It has been. proven
there are very few hits in or
around the tarzet area  using |
the guess work method. Con-

cealment is the newest and also |
the pldest wezpon of war (p the |
world. It concerns eversone
{today.

five different directions that
troops  and  war supplics’ ean }
leave Glddings by rall and a
‘number of ways by hard nnr-h
face roads. That a'one & an|
important factor in war time. !
The bulk of Giddings Is  built
lvery close .. the intersections |
faf both, therefore a lot of lights |
(are in the vicinkty. If a total,
shlack-out isn't created,  these
tlaeces and the city profer could
Che bombed as easily at night as
; I day U nless eversone works
| fozether, In nractice or other-
twise,  a total blaek-ont can not
he creatidd. One small  lghe,
the zlow of 3 cizarette, or.even
the  reflection of  moonlight
from an upturned face can be
enough to give an ohserver in
n high flyinz plane the key to
the necessary data for for his
hombardiers” bomb sizhts.

If an air-rald alarm sonnds,
park your car well off the
street. Lyave all the room pos-
sible for the pollee and firve de-
partments. Don’t run out of
buildinzs Into the sfreets and
stare at the sky looking for the
planes, a face reflects light like

a mirror Den’t light a match

e

or smoke in the open. Go to the
nearcst shelter in an orderly
manner. If in a buoilding with
a large audience, such as
schools and theaters, don’t run
aut, It will only create con-
fusion. Remain seated until
10d to do different by an of-
ficial only. Most important of |
all, turn out all lights. If it is/
impossible to do sd, get some-
thing to break the bulb. In|
most towns and citles when a'
person fails to obey the rules

and regulations concerning
black-out, he or she i heavily
fined for the offensd. Black-

out rules and regulatidns must
be enforced. You can not play
it as a game.

Help protect lives and proper-
ty in the future by doing your
part in all black-out exercises.
One never knows when they
may become a reality. Do you
“"REMEMBER PEARL. HAR-
BOR™? .

Very truly sours,
Sgt. Lee R Toppel
Company “C" 0. C. P. 8.

Camp Bowle, Texas
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